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Abstract— A dual-broadband, dual-polarized directional
antenna with an electrical down-tilted beam is designed for
all-spectrum access base station applications. Three columns
of elements are deployed in the manner that six lower-band
elements are placed in the center column while the eleven
upper-band elements are arranged in the other two columns.
Moreover, each column of elements are fed by two ports,
which makes the proposed antenna suitable for multiple-
input-multiple-output (MIMO) applications. To verify the
design concept, a prototype is fabricated and measured. The
measurement results confirm that the proposed antenna achieves
a bandwidth of 31.6% (698-960 MHz) for VSWR<1.5 in the
lower band and a bandwidth of 44.5% (1710-2690 MHz) for
VSWR<1.5 in the upper band, covering all the frequency
bands for 2G/3G/LTE systems and 700 MHz/2.6 GHz frequency
bands. The measured gains are 17.4 + 0.9 dBi, 17.3 £+ 0.8 dBi,
and 144 = 0.9 dBi for the antenna portl, port2, and port3,
respectively, while the third-order passive intermodulation
(PIM3;) is larger than 115 dBm at all frequencies. With these
distinctive advantages, the proposed antenna is suitable for
multi-band base stations.

Index Terms— All-spectrum access, base station antenna, direc-
tional antenna, dual-broadband, dual-polarized.

I. INTRODUCTION
HE past two decades have witnessed the emergence
of numerous communication systems operating at dif-
ferent frequencies. In China, the 2G communication sys-
tems, such as GSM900/GSM1800, CDMA, operate in the
900 MHz (825-960 MHz) and 1800 MHz (1710-1920 MHz)
bands [1], while the 3G communication systems, such as
TD-SCDMA, WCDMA, and CDMA2000, operate in the
2 GHz (1880-2170 MHz) band [2]. The LTE (4G) systems
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operate in the 2.3 GHz (2300-2400 MHz) and 2.6 GHz
(2570-2690 MHz) bands [3], and it is expected that the
700 MHz (698-806 MHz) band will be applied to the
5G system (China Broadcasting Network Corporation Ltd.).
In [4], a broadband +45° dual-polarized base station antenna
was proposed for 2G/3G/LTE bands, which operated from
1.7 to 2.7 GHz, but it was unable to cover the bands of
LTE700, CDMA, and GSM 900. Therefore, it is challenging
and advantageous to design a base station antenna that can
cover GSM900/1800, TD-SCDMA, WCDMA, CDMA2000,
and LTE700/2300/2600 bands as well as 700 MHz/2.6 GHz
bands simultaneously.

Numerous research efforts were reported to meet the
bandwidth coverage requirements, including multi-band,
dual-band or dual-broadband designs [5]-[7]. Unfortunately,
they were not £45° slant dual-polarized or could not oper-
ate in the LTE700 MHz. In [5], a novel multiband ver-
tical/horizontal polarized omnidirectional antenna was pro-
posed for 2G/3G/LTE mobile communication systems, which
achieved a bandwidth of 17.4% (806-960 MHz) and 35%
(1880-2700 MHz), and a gain of 1.5 dBi and 4.5 dBi for
vertical polarization (VP) and horizontal polarization (HP),
respectively. A novel dual-band unidirectional antenna was
presented in [6], and it operated from 0.78 to 1.1 GHz and
from 1.58 to 2.62 GHz. However, this dual-band unidirec-
tional antenna is difficult to implement in practical due to its
large lateral dimension. In [7], a novel dual-broadband planar
antenna element and array were proposed for 2G/3G/LTE
mobile communications, which achieved a bandwidth of 22%
(780-980 MHz) and 68% (1470-3000 MHz). To combat
multipath fading and increase capacity [8], dual-polarized
antennas, especially the +45° slant polarized antennas were
widely deployed.

Therefore, the antennas with advantages of dual-band
and dual-polarized (DBDP) characteristics have attracted a
great amount of interest in the base station area [9]-[14].
A novel dual-band broadband antenna array with dual
polarization was proposed in [9], whose impedance band-
widths for the lower band and upper band only covered
806-960 and 1710-2170 MHz, respectively. Another DBDP
microstrip antenna with a similar radiation pattern pro-
posed in [11] had an impedance bandwidth of 17%
(810-960 MHz), and 28% (1690-2240 MHz) in the lower
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band and upper band, respectively. Nonetheless, it was unable
to operate in LTE700/LTE2300/LTE2600 bands. Apart from
the above antennas, a compact multiband and dual-polarized
mobile base-station antenna using an optimal array struc-
ture was introduced in [15], which is unable to run in
LTE700/LTE2600 bands as well.

The PCB technique was commonly applied to fabri-
cate base station antennas [4], [7], [10], and [11], which
inevitably resulted in unavoidable energy loss and high passive
intermodulation. To alleviate these issues, metallic antennas
made by metal stamping or casting processes can be used.
Besides, multiple-input—multiple-output (MIMO) techniques
have merged as one of the key technologies for the next
generation mobile communication systems because they make
it possible to achieve high spectrum efficiency and huge
capacity without sacrificing additional frequency spectrum and
transmitted power [16].

In this article, a novel dual-broadband, dual-polarized
directional antenna with six ports and an electrical
downtilt range of 0°-10° is proposed to simultaneously
cover GSM900/GSM1800, TD-SCDMA, WCDMA, and
CDMA2000, LTE700/LTE2300/LTE2600. Thus, the proposed
antenna can greatly reduce repetitive construction costs of
communication systems and related infrastructure. Moreover,
the third-order passive intermodulation (PIM3) of the proposed
antenna is measured and analyzed in detail.

This article is organized as follows. Section II presents the
antenna design and its structure. Section III gives necessary
parametric studies and corresponding discussions. The mea-
sured results of the proposed antenna array are described in
Section IV. Finally, conclusion is drawn in Section V.

II. ANTENNA DESIGN AND CONFIGURATION

To make a better description of the proposed antenna,
we define the XOZ-plane as the horizontal plane (H-plane)
and YOZ-plane as the vertical plane (V-plane). For base station
applications in cellular mobile communication systems, anten-
nas need to have a high gain, a narrow beamwidth in V-plane,
a stable radiation pattern at H-plane, an adjustable downtilt
beam and very low passive intermodulation. To increase the
antenna gain and narrow the antenna beamwidth at V-plane,
an antenna array is required. The topology of the proposed
dual-broadband and dual-polarized antenna array is illustrated
in Fig. 1.

The proposed antenna array is composed of low-frequency
antenna elements, high-frequency antenna elements, the direc-
tor patches right above each high-frequency antenna ele-
ments, isolation baffles, and a baffle-board. The low-frequency
antenna element [17] looks like an octagonal bowl. Each
low-frequency antenna element consists of a bowl-shaped
base bottom, four couples of baluns and two pairs of
dipoles that are orthogonal to each other to form =£45°
polarization. The low-frequency elements operate in a band-
width of 31.6% (0.698-0.96 MHz). It not only operates
for LTE700/CDMA/GSM900, but also features good elec-
trical performance and stable radiation patterns, which are
easily applied to form a dual-band base station antenna
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Fig. 1. Geometry of the proposed antenna. (a) Top view. (b) Front view.
(c) Side view. (d) Zoomed view of high-frequency antenna element.

arrays together with high frequency antenna elements. The
high-frequency element mainly consists of two pairs of
square-loop dipoles orthogonal to each other, a pair of feed
bars and two pairs of baluns. Based on the square-loop
radiator dipoles, the high-frequency antenna element [18] is
developed with two pairs of parasitic metal stubs and four
pairs of parasitic metal branches to obtain wider impedance
bandwidths. The high-frequency elements can cover the band-
width of 44.5% (1710-2690 MHz) for VSWR < 1.5. In addi-
tion, the high-frequency antenna element features broadband
dual-polarized characteristics. By combining the broadband
dual-polarized low-frequency radiation element and the broad-
band dual-polarized high-frequency antenna element, a dual-
broadband and dual-polarized antenna is obtained. The intro-
duction of baffle-board is to get directional radiation pat-
tern. Since the antenna gain is proportional to the number
of elements [19], we introduce six low-frequency radiation
elements to obtain a gain of 15 dBi in the middle column
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TABLE I
COMPARISON BETWEEN VARIOUS LOW-FREQUENCY ANTENNA ELEMENTS USED IN THIS WORK AND OTHER WORKS

Ref Antenna Type Bandwidth Size (mm?3) Peak Gain (dBi)
[11] Microstrip antenna 16.94%(810-960 MHz) 0.71X0*0.71X0*0.11 \g 9.4
[10] Patch Antenna 20.45%(790-970 MHz) 0.76A0*0.79X0%0.34 Ao 10.2
[7] Metallic dipole 20.22%(800-980 MHz) 0.46X0*0.38 X0 *0.13 Ao 9.0
[25] Metallic dipole 32.7% (690-960 MHz) 0.46X0*0.46A0*0.12 ¢ 9.4
This work Metallic dipole 31.6%(698-960 MHz) 0.4610*0.46)0*0.23 Ao 9.9

(column 2), and eleven high-frequency antenna elements to
get a composite gain of 18 dBi for the other two columns
(columns 1 and 3). Besides, there are two ports connecting to
each column of elements. For simplicity, we just choose three
low-frequency antenna elements in the middle column and five
high-frequency antenna elements in the outer two columns to
conduct simulation.

We have made a comparison between several low-frequency
antenna elements used in this work and other works. The
result is listed in Table I. The proposed antenna performs well
in gain, bandwidth, and size. Although study as mentioned
in [25] can achieve wider bandwidth and smaller size than
that of the low-frequency antenna element proposed in this
article, the VSWR quantified in [25] is less than 2 instead of
less than 1.5.

The simulated model of the proposed phase shifter working
in lower band is shown in Fig. 2, which consists of a
shell, two dielectric plates, and two conductor lines printed
on the substrate (dielectric constant = 2.5) to form a feed
network. As the working mechanism and implementation of
phase shifter has been carried out in [22], we only briefly
describe the structure and feed circuits of two phase shifters.
The power distribution on the port is realized by the width
of the conductor line in feed network. The dielectric plate
is designed to guarantee the VSWR and power distribution
ratio, and sufficient phase change can also be obtained to
meet the requirements of the downtilt angle of the proposed
antenna array. The phase difference is achieved by moving the
position of the dielectric plate to change the permittivity of the
transmission path. P1 is the input port, and P2, P3, P4, P5, and
P6 are the output ports. Note that since the phase shifter has
only five output ports, the last two lower band elements shown
in Fig. 3(a) connect to P6, and the phase difference between
the last two lower band elements is achieved by cable. The
phase shifter working in upper band is similar to the phase
shifter working in lower band, with eleven output ports instead
of five output ports.

As depicted in Fig. 3, the left feeding circuit and right
one are designed for the lower frequency band and upper
frequency band, respectively. They mainly consist of some
power dividers, some low loss transmission devices and several
coaxial cables. When the bar of the antenna is pulled a
certain scale, the phase of every element in the same column
changes correspondingly. In addition, the A stands for a phase
increment. When the phase of the middle element is set to zero,
phases of other elements are shown in Fig. 3. The mechanism

shell dielectric plate

suspended stripline

conductor line

Fig. 2. Simulated model of lower-band phase shifter.
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I:I : Upper-band element

0
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l
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Fig. 3. Feed circuits of two phase shifters. (a) Feed circuit of lower-band
phase shifter. (b) Feed circuit of upper-band phase shifter.

is that the phase displacement is generated by changing the
permittivity of the transmission medium.

III. PARAMETRIC STUDY AND DISCUSSION

In the process of simulation optimization, many factors have
been taken into account, including the length, height and width
of the baffle-board, the location of the isolation baffle and
the dimensions of the director patch. We make a detailed
discussion with respect to two key factors, the spacing between
adjacent elements and the height of the director patches, which
is given as follows.

A. Spacing

The foremost parameter of the proposed antenna is the
spacing between adjacent elements. For a better description
of the spacing between adjacent elements, we use a letter
d standing for the spacing between adjacent high-frequency
radiation elements, and D standing for the spacing between
adjacent low-frequency radiation elements. It is worth men-
tioning that when we studied the effects of spacing between
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Fig. 4. Effects of spacing between adjacent high-frequency radiation elements
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Fig. 5. Effects of spacing between adjacent high-frequency radiation elements
on the gain of the antenna.

high-frequency elements, we moved high-frequency elements
and low-frequency elements together to prevent the effects
brought by the change of the relative position between
high-frequency elements and low-frequency elements. Simu-
lated V-plane radiation patterns for different spacings between
adjacent high-frequency radiation elements at 0.698, 0.829,
0.96, 1.7, 2.2, and 2.7 GHz are, respectively, shown in Fig. 4,
where 4 is the free-space wavelength at the center frequency
(2.2 GHz) of the upper band. From Fig. 4, it can be seen
that the V-plane beam decreases with the increase of element
spacing. However, when the array element spacing is larger
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Fig. 7. Effects of the height of the director patch on the gain of the antenna.

than 0.94, high sidelobe occurs, including the appearance
of a grating lobe at 2.7 GHz. Additionally, the larger the
array element spacing, the greater the antenna array gain
shown in Fig. 5. However, there is an exception for 2.7 GHz
frequency point because the array element spacing is consid-
erably longer than the wavelength at the 2.7 GHz, leading to
the appearance of grating lobes and lower gain. Therefore,
0.9/p (125 mm) is an ideal choice after a tradeoff between
the antenna array gain and the V-plane radiation patterns. For
the high-frequency range from 1710 to 2690 MHz and the
low-frequency range from 698 to 960 MHz, the high-frequency
radiation element operating frequency is almost twice as much
as the low-frequency radiation element operating frequency.
The wavelength corresponding to high-frequency radiation
element is around half of the wavelength corresponding to
low-frequency element, therefore it is a reasonable choice that
the spacing between the low-frequency radiation elements is
250 mm.

B. Height

As aforementioned, patch directors which are supported by
plastic pillars above each high-frequency element, are used to
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Fig. 8. Prototype of the proposed dual-broadband and dual-polarized antenna

(front view).
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TABLE II
OPTIMAL DIMENSIONS OF THE PROPOSED ANTENNA

Parameter | Value(mm) | Parameter | Value(mm)
d 125 h 24
D 250 BW; 110
BL 750 BW» 160
BW 380 BW3 110
Le 53 Lp 32

Fig. 9. Phase shifter on the back view of the proposed dual-broadband and
dual-polarized antenna prototype.

improve the antenna gain. As depicted in Fig. 6, it can be
easily observed that the V-plane radiation pattern at 1.7 and
2.2 GHz remains almost the same as that without the director
patch while the V-plane radiation pattern at 2.7 GHz changes
significantly with the increase of h. In addition, as shown
in Fig. 7, the antenna array gain increases as & increases from
1.7 to 2.2 GHz. However, when & is 34 mm, the antenna array
gain at 2.7 GHz decreases drastically due to the appearance of
a high grating lobe. Thus, 24 mm is chosen to obtain a stable
V-plane radiation pattern and the antenna array gain.

IV. RESULTS

In order to verify the design, a proof-of-concept prototype
of the proposed dual-broadband and dual-polarized antenna
array is fabricated, as illustrated in Fig. 8. Additionally,
in order to obtain an adjustable downtilt of the antenna beam,
a low-frequency phase shifter and two high-frequency phase
shifters are introduced as shown in Fig. 9. Compared with
the mechanical downtilt, electrical downtilt has the distinctive
advantage of a more stable radiation pattern in H-plane and
features no significant adjacent interference when the degree
of downtilt is changed greatly. The optimal dimensions of the

. - Source Signal
| Receiver | Tg:‘:tarl:r Turnlt:‘;I:af:rsmon Control ‘ Generator
Lobe Pattern
Recorder Console
Computer
Fig. 10. Basic structure of the test system in the anechoic chamber.
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Fig. 12. Simulated and measured VSWR and gains of low-frequency element.

proposed dual-broadband and dual-polarized antenna array are
tabulated in Table II.

The performance of the proposed antenna is simulated
in HFSS 16.1. The electrical performance is measured by
Agilent ESO61B network analyzer in an anechoic chamber
and the radiation performance is tested by a far-field testing
system. Fig. 10 shows the basic structure of the test system
in the anechoic chamber. The whole antenna measurement
system includes the antenna under test (AUT), the source
antenna, the turntable, the console and the computer. After
the polarization position is confirmed, the signal generator
sends the signal to the AUT through the source antenna. The
AUT collects lobe pattern sampling values through rotating
around its axis, and then the sampling values are sent to

Authorized licensed use limited to: SHENZHEN UNIVERSITY. Downloaded on April 20,2021 at 01:44:32 UTC from IEEE Xplore. Restrictions apply.



HE et al.: DUAL-BROADBAND DUAL-POLARIZED DIRECTIONAL ANTENNA

4.0 20

1 With 2° electrical downtilt
3.04 = === With 6° electrical downtilt
——— With 10° electrical downtilt

With 2° electrical downtilt
===~ With 6° electrical downtilt
——— With 10° electrical downtilt

VSWR
o
1
PN IR U I T T N NI N
>
Gain(dBi)

1.0 0
1.6 2.8
Frequency(GHz)
(a)
4.0 20
) - 18
3.54 )
- 16
1 With 2° electrical downtilt 1
304 -=-- - With 6° electrical downtilt 7| '
— With 10° electrical downtilt | |,
; 254 J10 8
2 {1 =
> 1 Js
5 . . o
20 e With 2° electrical downtilt 1
- -~ With 6° electrical downtilt 1¢
1 =———With 10° electrical downtilt ] 4
154 ]
J -2
1.0 0
1.6 1.8 2.0 22 24 2.6 2.8
Frequency(GHz)
(b)
0
1 e With 2° electrical downtilt
- === With 6° electrical downtilt
109 —— With 10° electrical downtilt
=20+
a 4
)
E -30
2
= ]
E
< 404
-50 -
-60

2.8

Frequency(GHz)

©

Fig. 13. (a) Measured VSWR and gain of the proposed antenna at portl with
2°, 6°, and 10° of downtilt. (b) Measured VSWR and gain of the proposed
antenna at port2 with 2°, 6°, and 10° of downtilt. (c) Measured isolation of the
proposed antenna between portl and port2 with 2°, 6°, and 10° of downtilt.

the lobe pattern recorder. Finally, the data are output to the
computer for data processing. This test system can accurately
measure the antenna radiation pattern, polarization, gain, and
other parameters. It is almost fully automated, which can
save measurement time and greatly improve the efficiency of
antenna research and development.
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Fig. 14. (a) Measured VSWR and gain of the proposed antenna at port3 with
2°, 6°, and 10° of downtilt. (b) Measured VSWR and gain of the proposed
antenna at port4 with 2°, 6°, and 10° of downtilt. (c) Measured isolation of the
proposed antenna between port3 and port4 with 2°, 6°, and 10° of downtilt.

Fig. 11 shows simulated and measured VSWR and gains
of high-frequency element, and Fig. 12 shows simulated and
measured VSWR and gains of low-frequency element. It can
be seen that the VSWR simulated and measured for the two
ports is lower than 1.5 in the upper operating frequency
band (from 1.7 to 2.7 GHz) and lower than 1.7 in the lower
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Fig. 15. Simulated and measured V-plane radiation patterns of the proposed
antenna excited at Port 1 (ED denotes electrical downtilt). (a) f = 1.7 GHz
(ED = 2°). (b) f = 1.7 GHz (ED = 10°). (c) f = 2.2 GHz (ED = 2°).
(d) f =2.2 GHz (ED = 10°). (e) f = 2.7 GHz (ED = 2°). (f) f = 2.7 GHz
(ED = 10°).

operating frequency band (from 698 to 960 MHz), respec-
tively. The simulated VSWR results are in good agreement
with the measured ones. As can be seen, the simulated and
measured gains of the lower band are about 10 and 9.5 dBi,
respectively, while the gains of the upper band are about
9.3 and 8.5 dBi. Although the simulated gains are better
than the measured gains, the two results are stable in the
whole frequency band. The difference between the simulated
and measured results may be resulted from the insertion loss
introduced in the connection between the coaxial cables and
SMA connectors.

From Figs. 13(a) and (b) and 14(a) and (b), we can easily
observe that the measured VSWRs at portl, port2 and port3,
port4 with 2°, 6°, and 10° of downtilt are less than 1.5 from
1.7 to 2.7 GHz and from 0.698 to 0.96 GHz, respectively.
The measured gains with 2°, 6°, and 10° of downtilt at
portl, port2 and port3, port4 are about 17.4, 17.3 dBi and
14.4 and 14.5 dBi, respectively. Moreover, the VSWRs and
gain values remain almost stable as the degree of the downtilt
of the proposed antenna array is increased. Nevertheless,

IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ANTENNAS AND PROPAGATION, VOL. 69, NO. 4, APRIL 2021

= Sim.Co-pol
—— Sim.X-pol
=== Mea.Co-pol
—=-=--Mea.X-pol

Fig. 16. Simulated and measured H-plane radiation patterns of the proposed
antenna excited at Port 1 (ED denotes electrical downtilt). (a) f = 1.7 GHz
(ED = 2°). (b) f = 1.7 GHz (ED = 10°). (c) f = 2.2 GHz (ED = 2°).
(d) f =2.2 GHz (ED = 10°). (e) f = 2.7 GHz (ED = 2°). (f) f = 2.7 GHz
(ED = 10°).

Figs. 13(c) and 14(c) show that as the degree of the downtilt
of the proposed antenna array increases, the measured iso-
lation values between portl, port2 and port3, portd change
dramatically, which remain better than 29 dB over the whole
desired bands and meet the basic electrical specifications of
base station antennas.

Since the radiation patterns are symmetric between port1 &6,
port2&5, and port3&4, the simulated and measured radiation
patterns of the antenna array with 2° and 10° of downtilt at
frequency of 1.7, 2.2, and 2.7 GHz at portl, 1.7, 2.2, and
2.7 GHz at port2 and 0.698, 0.829, and 0.96 GHz at port3 are
shown in Figs. 15-20, respectively.

Good agreement between simulation results and
measurement results can be observed. For simplicity, we just
choose three low-frequency radiation elements in the middle
column and five high-frequency radiation elements in the outer
two columns to conduct simulation. In practical measurement,
we use six low-frequency radiation elements in the middle
column and eleven high-frequency radiation elements in the
outer two columns. Thus, there are huge differences between
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Fig. 17. Simulated and measured V-plane radiation patterns of the proposed
antenna excited at Port 2 (ED denotes electrical downtilt). (a) f = 1.7 GHz
(ED = 2°). (b) f = 1.7 GHz (ED = 10°). (c) f = 2.2 GHz (ED = 2°).
(d) f =2.2 GHz (ED = 10°). (e) f = 2.7 GHz (ED = 2°). (f) f = 2.7 GHz
(ED = 10°).

the  simulated and measured radiation  patterns
in Figs. 15, 17, and 19. It is also shown that stable radiation
patterns, low first upper sidelobe level and good downtilted
performance are achieved at V-plane over all operating bands.
Since the two columns of high-frequency radiation elements
are not situated on the center of the baffle-board, the H-plane
radiation patterns are slightly affected. The differences
between the simulated and measured X-pol levels may be
caused by insufficient machine accuracy and fabrication
measurement errors. In addition, it is worth mentioning that
the influence of grating lobes at 2.2 and 2.7 GHz is negligible
because the grating lobes are out of illuminated coverage of
the proposed antenna array.

The PIM; has become an important specification for base
station antennas in cellular communication systems, which is
tested by Kaelus PIM test analyzers as shown in Fig. 21.
As shown in Fig. 22, all of the PIM3 with downtilt of 2° and
10° at frequencies of 700, 900, 1800, 2100, and 2600 MHz
are more than 115 dBm, which is much better than the
PIMj; requirement of 107 dBm using two 20 W (2*43 dBm)
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Fig. 18. Simulated and measured H-plane radiation patterns of the proposed
antenna excited at Port 2 (ED denotes electrical downtilt). (a) f = 1.7 GHz
(ED = 2°). (b) f = 1.7 GHz (ED = 10°). (c) f = 2.2 GHz (ED = 2°).
(d) f =2.2 GHz (ED = 10°). (e) f = 2.7 GHz (ED = 2°). (f) f = 2.7 GHz
(ED = 10°).

carriers for industrial manufacture. And we find that the PIM3
with 10° of downtilt is better than that with 2° of downtilt.
It is concluded that the low PIMj; is owing to following
four factors: 1) both the high-frequency elements and the
low-frequency elements are fabricated by using the die-casting
technique and then electroplated with nickel and tin, which
makes the antenna elements better connected with the coaxial
cables. This changes the superficial skin depth of its plating
and reduces its nonlinearity as well; 2) a plastic slice is
mounted on each hole of the baffle-board to avoid the direct
contact between the element and the baffle-board; 3) each
port of the proposed antenna array is wiped by industrial
alcohol and every operator wears a pair of gloves during the
assembling process, which ensures the proposed antenna array
suffers from minimum contamination; and 4) the proposed
antenna array is packed into a fiberglass, sealed by a special
glue. The rain test is also conducted in order to check its
leakproofness. Otherwise, the ferromagnetic material will form
easily and affect PIM3 performance [20].
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TABLE IIT
COMPARISON OF VARIOUS ANTENNAS

Ref Bandwidth Isolation HPBW Gain Array
[17] 31.6%(0.698-0.96 GHz) >25 dB 65.92°+5.44° ~9.5 dBi NA
[18] 45.5%(1.7-2.7 GHz) >30 dB 65.2°£5.6° 8.5+0.4 dBi NA
21] 19.4%(0.79-0.96 GHz) >28 dB 65°+5° ~15.1 dBi 5 elements
23.7%(1.71-2.17 GHz) >28 dB 65.2°+5.6° ~17.3 dBi 10 elements
[22] 44.5%(1.71-2.69 GHz) >31 dB 65°+5° 15 +1.1 dBi 6 elements
[23] 45.5%(1.7-2.7 GHz) >28 dB 64.85°+4.12° >14.23 dBi 10 elements
[24] 46.9%(1.55-2.5 GHz) >35 dB NG ~13.5 dBi 4 elements
This work 31.6%(0.698-0.96 GHz) >29 dB 66°+5.3° ~14.4 dBi 6 elements
44.5%(1.71-2.69 GHz) >29 dB 65°+5.2° ~17.3 dBi 11 elements

= Sim.Co-pol
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Fig. 19. Simulated and measured V-plane radiation patterns of the proposed
antenna excited at Port 3 (ED denotes electrical downtilt) (a) f = 0.698 GHz
(ED = 2°). (b) f = 0.698 GHz (ED = 10°). (c) f = 0.829 GHz (ED = 2°).
(d) f = 0.829 GHz (ED = 10°). (e) f = 0.96 GHz (ED = 2°). (f) f =
0.96 GHz (ED = 10°).

The comparison of the proposed array with some earlier
reported base station antennas in terms of the bandwidth,
HPBW, gain, etc., is carried out and summarized in Table III.
He et al. [17] and He and Yue [18] only designed antenna

(b)

(@

(e)
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Fig. 20. Simulated and measured H-plane radiation patterns of the proposed
antenna excited at Port 3 (ED denotes electrical downtilt) (a) f = 0.698 GHz
(ED = 2°). (b) f = 0.698 GHz (ED = 10°). (c) f = 0.829 GHz (ED = 2°).
(d) f = 0.829 GHz (ED = 10°). (e) f = 0.96 GHz (ED = 2°). (f) f =
0.96 GHz (ED = 10°).

elements to work in a single band, which is 0.698-0.98 and
1.7-2.7 GHz, respectively. He et al. [22], Zheng and Chu [23],
and Lian er al. [24] have designed antenna arrays, but they
can only cover a single band. Though He ef al. [21] designed
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Fig. 21. Proposed antenna is tested on PIM3.
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Fig. 22.  PIMj3 of the proposed antenna with 2° and 10° of downtilt at

different frequencies.

an antenna array that covers dual band and achieves better
gain, the antenna array proposed by us has a wider operating
bandwidth and better isolation.

V. CONCLUSION
A dual-broadband, dual-polarized directional antenna with
an electrical downtilt range of 0°-10° is proposed. It can
support the all-spectrum access communication applica-
tions covering GSM900/GSM 1800, TD-SCDMA, WCDMA,
and CDMA2000, LTE700/LTE2300/LTE2600 as well as
700 MHz/2.6 GHz frequency bands simultaneously. Measured
results indicate that the proposed antenna array achieves
wide impedance bandwidths of 31.6% (698-960 MHz) in the
lower band and 44.5% (1710-2690 MHz) in the upper band,
respectively. Compared with other reported DBDP antennas,
the proposed antenna features wider impedance bandwidth,
better downtilted performance and much lower PIMs. Due
to these advantages, the proposed antenna is promising for

applications in sub-6 GHz base stations.
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